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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES COLLABORATIVE COMMISSION 

MEETING NOTES – JANUARY 9, 2013 

CITY HALL, SISTER CITIES ROOM 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Present 

Rosario Casiano       Timothy Kennedy          Timothy Peterson 

Victoria Cattaneo       Councilman Timothy Lovain        Sonia Price 

Councilman John Chapman      Mike Mackey          Joyce Rawlings 

Mike Gilmore        Tammy Mann          Cynthia Skinner 

Samuel Hanoura       Sean McEnearney          Margaret Walsh 

J. Glenn Hopkins        Gwen Mullen          Marc Williams 

Gregory C. Hutchings       Jeffrey Murphy 

  

Excused Absent         
Emma Beall        Andria Cook  

William Chesley       Rose Dawson       

         

Officials       Guests  

Dr. Madye Henson      Noraine Buttar          Allen Lomax        

        Charlotte Clinger          Shelly Morgan 

        Lisa Gulli           Lisette Torres 

  

Staff Present                Staff Absent 
Jacqueline Coachman      Coleen Mann          Carol Farrell         

Ron Frazier       Deborah Warren          Barbara Farrington 

    

 

WELCOME 

Chair Tammy Mann opened the meeting with a welcome to the new City Council representatives to 

the Children, Youth & Families Collaborative Commission (CYFCC) – John Chapman and 

Timothy Lovain. Both spoke to their extensive experience with youth and youth serving 

organizations. Councilman Chapman, whose background is education, was a member of the Youth 

Policy Commission. Councilman Lovain has worked with the Gang Prevention Task Force, the 

United Way Board and SCAN. 

 

Chair Mann also welcomed Sean McEnearney, who was appointed to CYFCC by the City Council 

in December. In addition, the City Council approved another term for Cynthia Skinner and Emma 

Beall. 

 

APPROVAL OF DECEMBER MEETING MINUTES 

There being no revisions, the minutes of the meeting of December 13 were approved unanimously. 

 

PRESENTATION ON THE SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION COALITION OF ALEXANDRIA 

A presentation by Allen Lomax, Chair of the Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition of Alexandria 

(SAPCA), acquainted the CYFCC with the history, structure, priorities and initiatives of the 

coalition. Established in 2007 as a part of the Partnership for a Healthier Alexandria, SAPCA is 

comprised of representatives from twelve sectors of the community; four of its board members are 
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youth. Its priorities are alcohol, marijuana and tobacco, in that order. The coalition is funded by a 

five-year federal Drug Free Communities grant that is about to expire. An application for its 

continuation is due in March. During the first year of the coalition, a substance abuse prevention 

plan was developed with researchers of George Mason University.  

 

Subsequent accomplishments of SAPCA include Prescription Take-Back Day, a partnership with 

local law enforcement and the Drug Enforcement Agency that enables community members to drop 

off used or expired medications at sites throughout Alexandria. Almost four hundred pounds of 

prescription drugs were collected at the last event. In addition, Del Ray Pharmacy was a drop-off 

site for used needles. SAPCA is currently seeking to establish a 24-hour drop off site at the Police 

Department. During the last Sticker Shock Day, which promotes adherence to underage drinking 

laws, youth visited 61 establishments. SAPCA also sponsored Community of Concerns Dinners that 

brought parents and their children together to talk openly about alcohol, tobacco, and other drug 

use. Over 660 students and their parents attended the dinners. A local state delegate successfully 

introduced a bill to strengthen Virginia’s social host law based on recommendations from SAPCA 

and the bill became law on July 1, 2011. SAPCA also provided funding for the Developmental 

Assets survey and Youth Risk Behavioral survey. 

 

YOUTH MASTER PLAN UPDATE 

Greg Hutchings and Cynthia Skinner, co-chairs of the Youth Master Plan Design Team, reported 

the next meeting of the team (which guides the development of the Youth Master Plan) will be 

January 23. 

 

COMMITTEE UPDATES 

There were no committee reports. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Chair Mann discussed a letter of January 8 regarding discussions and activities underway in the City 

related to early child education capacity and access (attached). The purpose of the letter, which 

resulted from a discussion of the CYFCC Executive Committee, was to inform the Mayor and Chair 

of the School Board of the intent of CYFCC to convene a community discussion regarding the need 

for a citywide strategy on early care and education, birth to five.  

 

Gwen Mullen recommended additional work to assure private groups are aware of CYFCC, while 

Glen Hopkins believes such groups are aware but are not sure of the role the commission plays. 

Questions Mr. Hopkins believes have not been addressed are how many need early childhood 

education services, what services are needed, and where. Mr. McEnearney expressed a need for 

broader awareness of special use permits to open or expand the programs of private providers. Mike 

Gilmore would support CYFCC reviewing such permits. 

 

Mr. Chapman proposed careful consideration of how quickly this initiative moves forward. There 

was considerable discussion as to the next step. Greg Hutchings recommended inviting providers to 

a meeting. Chair Mann cautioned against re-inventing the youth master plan and the purview of the 

City-Schools Long-Range Planning committee, and to think carefully about how resources are 

deployed. She also advised a conversation that includes communities that have already undertaken 

such an initiative as well as parties not already included in the discussion. Mr. Hopkins 

recommended drafting a public policy statement in support of CYFCC serving as a clearinghouse 

for use permits. Margaret Walsh proposed the Executive Committee engage the co-chairs of the 
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City-Schools Long Range Planning Committee. It was the position of Mr. Chapman that there 

should be incentives for providers to participate in the process and advised a review of the strategic 

plan as well as available advocacy tools.  

 

Deborah Warren discussed a meeting at ACT for Alexandria regarding promoting the importance of 

early childhood education, including hiring researchers to look at bright spots nationally and 

working collaboratively on the development of the youth master plan. Rosario Casiano asked why 

the focus on 0-5 to the exclusion of other age groups. It was the response of Dr. Madye Henson that 

the objective of this particular initiative is to understand capacity, access and funding for early child 

education. Quoting Ms. Mullen, 20-25% of students entering school did not attend to pre-school. 

Joyce Rawlings noted that by definition “private” means paying and hence, there is a need to assure 

all youth who need to be in pre-school are being served. 

 

Lisette Torres, Coordinator of the Alexandria Campaign on Adolescent Pregnancy, discussed a 

letter from Dr. Stephen Haering, Director of the Alexandria Health Department, to the Mayor and 

City Council (attached). The letter documented dramatic improvements in the City’s teen pregnancy 

rates. The 2011 teen pregnancy rate was the lowest in over fifteen years and a 20% improvement 

compared to 2010. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed 

unanimously. 
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